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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY

Food sustainability, international relations
The Director

Brussels
SANTE.DDG2.D.3/SC/mh(2021)5649845

To all Third countries’ Embassies based in Brussels

Dear Sir/Madam,

Subject: Exceedance of levels of ethylene oxide above the EU MRL detected
in commodities from third countries

I would like to draw your attention to serious incidents arising from the detection in the
European Union (EU) of residues of ethylene oxide (ETO) above its limit of
quantification, in food commodities and ingredients imported from third countries.

Ethylene oxide is not approved for use on food or feed products in the EU, as it is
classified as carcinogenic, mutagenic, and toxic to reproduction category 1B, in
accordance with the EU legislation on classification and labelling of chemicals'. Thus, no
safe level of residues can be established. This is also reflected in the EU Pesticides
Database?. Consequently, maximum residue levels (MRLs) for ETO have been set at the
limit of quantification (LOQ) of the analytical method for all products, reflecting the
technical zero level.

Any exceedance of this MRL in a product for human consumption is considered to
present a risk to human health.

I would appreciate it therefore if you could remind food or feed business associations;
food and feed business operators, including farmers, producers, food processors, and
exporters in your country that the substance must not be used on food or feed intended
for export to the EU. Consignments of food or feed exported to the EU must not show
any quantity of ETO above the relevant limit of quantification.

1 https://echa.europa.eu/de/substance-information/-/substanceinfo/100.000.773

2 hittps://ec.europa.cu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/active-substances/?event=as.details&as_id=99
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The attention of authorities and food business operators within the EU has also been
drawn to this serious issue.

I look forward to maintaining our constructive cooperation, and remain at your disposal
for any clarification you may have.

Yours faithfully,
Electronically signed
Nathalie CHAZE
cc.: Cabinet of Commissioner S. Kyriakides, E. Thevenard (Unit G4),

K. Berend (Unit E4); F. Verstraete (Unit E2); K. Van Dyck and D3
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